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Archaeological excavations and surveys, especially in recent decades, have given us a clearer picture of the socio-political and economic complexity and
AW =& \ ‘ interaction during the Uruk Period (LC 2 — LC 5) and will continue to do so.

The survey presented here is part of the international KALAM project, which deals with the analysis and protection of archaeological landscapes in Iraq and Uzbekistan and is funded

by the German Volkswagen Foundation. The German part at LMU Munich is led by Adelheid Otto, Berthold Einwag and Jacob Jawdad; the present author took part in the 2023 and

2025 campaigns focussing on the Uruk material. The aim of this survey project, which began in 2022, is the systematic investigation and documentation of the archaeological remains

in the highly endangered area between Suruppak (Fara) and Isin (I8an al-Bahriyat) in the governorate of al-Qadissiya.
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Tell Theri (9.5 ha), 3.7 km south of Fara can be re-
garded as one of the most important industrial area in
the region during the Uruk period because of nume-
rous kilns and workshops dedicated to the production
of pottery and clay-tools and a considerable number of
stone tools.
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Iaff)f'_revealed  two large buildings with different (LC 2/3-5 /4000 - 3200 BCE)

orientations. The bundmg to the north probably
I-oﬁes from the Uruk period. The measured values

etearly indicate pottery kilns in some places. This
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Amulet of a lying bovid (calcite)
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The URUK period settlements in Southern
Mesopotamia. After (Adams 1981)
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period and to a lesser extent during the S

north-east of Isin, is completely flat. There were

e | e R e A not many surface finds, and those that are found are too

( fragmented. In addition to these finds, working stones,

' sickles and flint blades have also been found at the site.

S T mroes o wmemmeesaw 1 N€ MOst fascinating aspect is the almost
' " - = complete layout of the settlement. The drone
iImages taken after the rainfall event provide a
unique perspective on the urban planning and
organisation of the settlement and offer a

valuable opportunity to identify the layout of a
residential area from the Uruk period.

ED | period. The local pottery repertoire show typical
shapes from Middle to Late Uruk Period. Many over-
fired or slagged fragments are signs
‘of local production.

ESRI and Googte images show a
residential neighbourhood in the
western part of the settlement o G
consisting of many medium to ' Oerﬁre poftery
small-sized houses located on narrow streets of 1 m

or more in width. The houses are characterised by
narrow walls that are not comparable with those of la-
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Tell Banoon East (3.9 ha) is about
150 metres away, separated by a canal. This

.' hull

N |

_._s\'

tellis oharaoterleed above all by an extenswe industri-
al area. The surtaoe 3nds show. very popular features,
such as beveled rim- bﬁﬁls reserved slip or rope
handles and can be clearly dated to the Middle and
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Maps and photos by the author and the KALAM survey project. sing threat to document the damage and thus to’f \ware eis‘bf the cultural herltage R
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