


Proceedings of the 12th International Congress  
on the Archaeology of the Ancient Near East

Volume 2



Proceedings 
of the 12th International Congress  

on the Archaeology 
of the Ancient Near East

06-09 April 2021,  
Bologna

Edited by 
Nicolò Marchetti, Francesca Cavaliere, Enrico Cirelli, 
Claudia D’Orazio, Gabriele Giacosa, Mattia Guidetti, 

Eleonora Mariani

2023

Harrassowitz Verlag · Wiesbaden



Proceedings of the 12th International 
Congress on the Archaeology  

of the Ancient Near East
Volume 2

Field Reports
Islamic Archaeology

2023

Harrassowitz Verlag · Wiesbaden



Cover illustration: © David Hawkins and Giulia Roberto
Typesetting: Federica Proni

This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 (BY-SA)  
which means that the text may be used for commercial use, distribution and duplication  
in all media. 
For details go to: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en.
Creative Commons license terms for re-use do not apply to any content (such as graphs,  
figures, photos, excerpts, etc.) not original to the Open Access publication and further  
permission may be required from the rights holder. The obligation to research and clear  
permission lies solely with the party re-using the material.

Bibliographic information published by the Deutsche Nationalbibliothek 
The Deutsche Nationalbibliothek lists this publication in the Deutsche Nationalbibliografie;  
detailed bibliographic data are available on the internet at https://www.dnb.de/.

For further information about our publishing program consult our website  
https://www.harrassowitz-verlag.de/
© by the authors, when not credited otherwise.  
Published by Otto Harrassowitz GmbH & Co. KG, Wiesbaden 2023
Printed on permanent/durable paper.
Printing and binding: Hubert & Co., Göttingen
Printed in Germany

ISBN 978-3-447-11903-0
Ebook ISBN 978-3-447-39354-6
DOI 10.13173/9783447119030

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en


Contents of Vol. 2

Nicolò Marchetti, Francesca Cavaliere, Claudia D’Orazio, Gabriele Giacosa, 
Eleonora Mariani 

Foreword to the Section “Field Reports”

Field Reports
Adelheid Otto

A New Archaeological Response to an Old Question: When and how Did 
Ur Recover in the Old Babylonian Period?

Alexander Ahrens
Preliminary Report on the Results of the Excavations at Tall Bleibil in 2018 
and 2019

Firas Al-Haj Ali
The Church Mosaic Pavement of Tell Bajer (Syria)

Michel Al-Maqdissi, Georges Mouamar
The Akkar Plain during the Bronze Age: Preliminary Notes

Anna Anguissola, Silvana Costa, Antonio Monticolo
Growth, Ownership, and Circulation: New Research in the Northern 
Necropolis of Hierapolis, Phrygia (Turkey)

Simone Arnhold, Paata Bukhrashvili, Shorena Davitashvili Zurab Tskvitinidze
New Data on the East Georgian Late Iron Age

Edward B. Banning, Kevin Gibbs
A Yarmoukian Site in Wadi Quseiba, Northern Jordan

Shay Bar
Tel Esur: Ten Seasons of Excavations and a Long-Lasting Community 
Archaeology Project

Felix Blocher, Paata Bukhrashvili, Shorena Davitashvili
Excavations at Nazarlebi (East Georgia) 2017–2019: A Late Bronze/Early 
Iron Age Sanctuary

1

5

19

33

45

55

67

81

89

103



VI

Alessandra Caselli
Jebel al-Mutawwaq and the Middle Wadi az-Zarqa Region during the 
4th Millennium BC: Results of a Comprehensive Research Based on the 
Reanalysis of the Hanbury-Tenison’s Survey

Antonietta Catanzariti, Terri Tanaka, Amy Richardson
Results from the 2018 and 2019 Excavation Seasons at Ban Qala, Iraqi 
Kurdistan

Hanan Charaf
The Akkar Plain Survey, Lebanon (1997, 1999): The Late Bronze Age

Franco D’Agostino, Philippe Quenet, Anne-Caroline Rendu Loisel
Tell Abu Shahrayn – Eridu: Les nouvelles recherches de l’équipe AMEr 
(2018-2021)

Roberto Dan, Annarita S. Bonfanti, Priscilla Vitolo, Soseh Aghaian, 
Artur Petrosyan

From Urartu to the Orontids: Seven Years (2013-2019) of Armenian – Italian 
Excavations at the Site of Solak-1/Varsak (KSP016), Hrazdan River Valley, 
Armenia

Rita Dolce
A Look Upstream from Qasr Shemamok. Soundings at the Site of Kandara 
Qal (Iraqi Kurdistan)

Itai Elad, Yitzhak Paz
‘En Esur: An EB IB Urban Center in the Coastal Plain of Israel and its Role 
in the Early Urbanization of the Southern Levant

Peter M. Fischer
Hala Sultan Tekke, Cyprus: A Trade Centre’s Intercultural Contacts in the 
Bronze Age

Elisabetta Gallo, Romel Gharib, Licia De Vito, Gaia Cecconi, Michele De Marco, 
Lorenzo Nigro

Khirbet Al-Batrawy in North-Central Jordan: New Discoveries in the Early 
Bronze Age Palace, 2018-2020

Boris Gasparyan, Roberto Dan, Levon Aghikyan, Priscilla Vitolo, Soseh Aghaian, 
Ani Adigyozalyan, Chiara Zecchi, Annarita Bonfanti, Artur Petrosyan

Preliminary Results of the Excavation of an Urartian Burial in 
Aghavnadzor, Vayots Dzor, Armenia

Francesca Giusto
The Sanctuary of Kal-e Chendar (Shami) and its Setting

115

129

143

161

177

191

203

217

229

243

257



VII

Giuseppe Guarino, Daniele Alaimo
Magnetometry in the Outer Town of Karkemish: New Discoveries

Hidemasa Hashimoto, Hisao Kuwabara, Takuzo Onozuka, Shuichi Hasegawa
Excavating at the Lower Shelf of Tel Rekhesh

Kristen Hopper, Elena Rova, Davit Kvavadze
Kurgans, Churches and Karvasla: Preliminary Results from the First Two 
Seasons of the Lagodekhi Archaeological Survey, Georgia

Krzysztof Jakubiak
From Catastrophe to Catastrophe. Changes, Destructions, and Other 
Factors. Research on the Small Iron Age Town of Metsamor (Aras Valley 
Armenia)

Vakhtang Licheli, Roberto Dan, Tamar Chogovadze, Priscilla Vitolo, 
Tornike Chilingarashvili, Andrea Cesaretti

The Samtskhe-Javakheti Project: Preliminary Results of the 2019 Georgian-
Italian Archaeological Expedition in Southern Georgia

Carlo Lippolis
Some Considerations on the Archaeological Area of Tulūl Al-Baqarat 
(Wasit, Iraq)

Romolo Loreto
Dūmat al-Jandal, Ancient Adummatu. An Appraisal of 12 Years 
of Archaeological Activities in a North Arabian Oasis: from the Prehistory 
to the Assyrian Period

Eleonora Mariani, Giulia Roberto
Digging in the Excavation Records: The Case of Woolley’s 1913 Yunus 
Notebook

Maria Grazia Masetti-Rouault
Qasr Shemamok: Late Bronze Levels, and Before. A Report about the 2018 
and 2019 Campaigns

Davide Nadali, Andrea Polcaro
Tell Zurghul, Ancient Nigin, Iraq: Preliminary Report of the New Results 
from Recent Excavations

Lorenzo Nigro
Jericho. From the Neolithic to the Bronze and Iron Ages: The Urban 
Diversity

271

281

293

305

319

333

349

363

373

387

399



VIII

Takahiro Odaka, Osamu Maeda, Kazuya Shimogama, Yuichi S. Hayakawa, 
Yoshihiro Nishiaki, Nawshirwan A. Mohammed, Kamal Rasheed

Late Prehistoric Investigations at Shakar Tepe, the Shahrizor Plain, Iraqi 
Kurdistan: Preliminary Results of the First Season (2019)

Aynur Özfırat
The Region of Mount Ağrı during the Chalcolithic and Early Bronze Age 
(Kura-Araxes)

Nino Pataridze, Davit Darejanashvili
Paravani Archaeological Project, Expedition Results (2018-2020)

Metoda Peršin
The Lebanon Mountain Range in the Middle Bronze Age: The Case of 
Qornet ed-Deir, Jabal Moussa Biosphere Reserve

Artur Petrosyan, Andrea Cesaretti, Priscilla Vitolo, Boris Gasparyan, 
Onofrio Gasparro, Roberto Dan

Kaghsi-2, Meghradzor-1 and Berdi Glukh: Three Recently Discovered 
Kura-Araxes Sites in the Kotayk Region, Armenia

Luca Peyronel
The Italian Archaeological Expedition in the Erbil Plain (Kurdistan Region 
of Iraq). A Summary of Four Seasons of Excavations at Helawa (2016-2019)

Andrea Polcaro, Juan Ramon Muniz
The 2018 and 2019 Spanish-Italian Archaeological Campaigns at Jebel al-
Mutawwaq: the Early Bronze I Site and the Megalithic Necropolis

Babak Rafiei-Alavi, Ali Shojaee-Esfahani, Yaser Jebreili
The Center of the Iranian Plateau during the Early Bronze Age: New 
Archaeological Excavations in the Eastern Zone of the Zāyandehrud River 
Basin, Varzaneh

Suzanne Richard, Jesse C. Long, Marta D’Andrea
Shedding Light on the Urban/Rural Nexus about 2500 BCE: The 2019 
Excavations at Khirbat Iskandar, Jordan

Giulia Roberto
The Evidence for Iron Age II Funerary Rituals in the Necropolis of Yunus 
in Light of the Turco-Italian Excavations

Licia Romano, Franco D’Agostino
Abu Tbeirah: Preliminary Report on the 2018-2019 Excavations

415

429

449

461

475

487

499

511

523

537

549



IX

Elena Rova, Davit Kvavadze
Two Seasons of Excavations at the Chalcolithic Site of Tsiteli Gorebi 5 
(Lagodekhi Municipality, Georgia)

Mahnaz Sharifi
New Evidence of Early, Middle and Late Chalcolithic Periods at Chelamiran 
Gheshlagh in the 5th Millennium BC

Hakob Ye. Simonyan, Gregory E. Areshian
Empire Beyond its Palaces: New Discoveries at the Urartian Necropolis of 
Karmir-Blur (Armenia)

Aline Tenu
Kunara: An Early Bronze Age City in the Zagros Foothills. The 2018 and 
2019 Seasons of Excavations

Stefano Valentini, Bakhtiyar Jalilov, Nicola Laneri, Guido Guarducci, 
Lorenzo Crescioli

A Preliminary Report on a Mid-Late Fourth Millennium BC Kurgan in 
Western Azerbaijan

Regis Vallet
Larsa and Tell El ‘Uwaili (Iraq), Preliminary Results (2019-2021)

Margherita Andrea Valsecchi Gillmeister
Landscape Survey in Cross-check. Comparing the Late Bronze Age Survey 
Assemblage, Excavation Data and Geophysical Prospections at Oymaağaç 
Höyük/Nerik (Turkey)

Mattia Guidetti
Foreword to the Section “Islamic Archaeology”

Islamic Archaeology
Daniel Varga, Federico Kobrin

A Settlement from Late Antiquity and the Beginning of the Middle Ages at 
Sderot

Ignacio Arce
Two New Umayyad Mosques at Abila of the Decapolis and at Shuqayra al-
Gharbiyye, Jordan

559

573

587

603

619

629

647

661

665

679



X

Martin Gussone
Umayyad New Urban Palatial Satellite Settlements. The Caliphal Residence 
of Resafa – Rusafat Hisham in the Context of Early Islamic Transcultural 
Urbanism

Itamar Taxel, Joel Roskin
An Early Islamic Groundwater-Harvesting Plot-and-Berm Sand 
Agroecosystem to the South of Caesarea: Preliminary Results of Its 2020 
Survey and Excavation

Alastair Northedge
Akyrtas, Early Islamic Architecture in Central Asia, and its Near Eastern 
Models

Andrea Luigi Corsi
A Morphological and Technical Analysis of the Architectural Stuccoes 
from the Early Abbasid Friday Mosque of Isfahan (767 CE)

Ana Marija Grbanovic
Between Tradition and Innovation: the Art of Ilkhanid Stucco Revetments 
in Iran

Marco Rossi
La phase islamique de Tell Deinit (Idlib), Syrie

Valentina Gallerani, Valentina Vezzoli
Islamic Europos: Preliminary Results of the Turco-Italian Archaeological 
Excavations

Vadim V. Gorbunov, Alexey A. Tishkin, Nikolay N. Seregin
An Early Medieval Sword from Altai: Comprehensive Analysis and 
Analogies

Iman Aghajani, Maryam Moeini, Moslem Mishmastnehi
Imāmzāda ‘Abdallāh at Kūdzar, Iran: New Insights Regarding 
its Architectural Revetments

Lorenz Korn
The Earliest Monumental Dome Chambers in Iranian Mosques. 
Archaeological Evidence for the History of Architecture

Christian Fuchs, Bahram Ajorloo
The Rab‘-e Rashīdī Site in Tabriz (Iran) and its Architectural Remains

699

717

735

749

763

779

793

805

819

837

851



XI

Thomas Lorain, Bahram Ajorloo, Lorenz Korn
Preliminary Results of the Iranian-German Archaeological Campaign at the 
Rab‘-i Rashīdī Complex in Tabriz

Soraya Afshari, Leila Afshari, Mohammad Rahmatpour
Emergency Excavations in the Area Around the Kabood and Modavar 
Towers in Maragheh, North-West Iran

Amin Moradi, Marco G. Brambilla
The Mega-Structure of Ali-Shah at Tabriz: Mosque or Mausoleum?

Karel Nováček, Miroslav Melčák
Meaning in Flux: A Reconsideration of the Shrines of Badr al-Din Lu’lu’ in 
Mosul

Valentina Bruccoleri, Jacopo Bruno
Timurid Imitations of Chinese Porcelain in Turkmenistan

Luca Colliva, Serenella Mancini
The Erbil Citadel Ceramic Corpus: A preliminary Analysis of the Main 
Productions and Their Relationships with Archaeological Stratigraphy

Stephanie Döpper
Mud-Brick Villages and Open-Air Mosques: The Late Islamic Landscape of 
the Al-Mudhaybi Region in Central Oman

867

879

887

905

917

931

945



DOI: 10.13173/9783447119030.001

Foreword to the Section “Field Reports”

Nicolò Marchetti, Francesca Cavaliere, Claudia D’Orazio, Gabriele Giacosa 
and Eleonora Mariani

Field reports generally represent the largest relative share of papers at the ICAANE. 
Reassessments of old excavations fall in this category as well. In Bologna, 95 papers were 
presented in four parallel sessions and 49 of them are published here. They have been simply 
arranged according to the alphabetic order of first authors (with the exception of course of 
the keynote paper, opening this section). They attest to a diversity of agencies, methods, 
perspectives and urgencies which represent a singular asset of our field.

While new digital architectures of knowledge are about to deeply transform the ways 
of our scientific dissemination, these reports do supply in the meanwhile loads of new in-
formation on near eastern sites, as well as on neighbouring areas, which are all too often 
insufficiently considered in our discussions.
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A New Archaeological Response to an Old Question: 
When and how Did Ur Recover in the Old Babylonian Period?

Adelheid Otto 1

Abstract
The destruction of the city of Ur at the end of the Ur III period was so radical that it re-
mained in the collective memory for centuries. But when and how did Ur recover in the 
Old Babylonian period and became important again? New research on the South Mound of 
Ur provides fresh answers to this old question. The area in the southern part of the South 
Mound shows a hiatus in occupation between the Ur III period and the 19th century and sug-
gests that a new living quarter was designed here after a period of abandonment. Combined 
with historical sources attesting to a Larsa dynasty restoration programme and the creation 
of new residential areas, we argue that Ur did not fully recover from the aftermath of de-
struction until the mid-19th century.

New questions about old excavation sites
The recent trend for renewed excavations at earlier investigated sites can be considered as 
an attempt to solve open questions with the ever-growing arsenal of modern methods, and 
to address new questions to seemingly well-known sites. This case study is to show how 
renewed excavations at Ur, even on a small scale, can help to answer old questions. 2 More 
precisely, the question will be addressed when and how Ur recovered from the well-known 
catastrophic destruction at the end of the Ur III period and became again an extended, 
densely inhabited city in the Isin-Larsa or early Old Babylonian period. 3

Ur is clearly a key site for understanding ancient Mesopotamian society and culture. 
The legendary excavations directed by Leonard Woolley from 1922-1934 brought to light 
a major city which flourished for millennia due to its character as an internationally im-
portant trade center near the gulf on the one hand, and due to its position as the main cult 
center of the moon god Nanna and his spouse Ningal on the other hand. Ur was important 
already during the third millennium and outmatched other powers during the Ur III period. 
Ur-Namma and his descendants enlarged the cultic complex with temples, a palace, a store-

1 Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität München.
2 The investigations by LMU Munich were part of the larger Ur project 2015–2019 directed by Elizabeth 

Stone (Stony Brook University, New York). We are very grateful to her, to Paul Zimansky and to the 
late Minister of Culture Abdel-Amir al-Hamdani for inviting us to participate in the 2017 and 2019 sea-
sons. We thank all our team members for their excellent work. Financial support of the LMU fieldwork 
was granted by the Gerda Henkel Foundation.

3 I thank Nicolò Marchetti and his Bologna team for having organized the first remote ICAANE, where 
finally, after more than one year of isolation, the community of Near Eastern archaeologists had the 
chance to “meet” and exchange their results. This paper is the slightly modified version of the keynote 
lecture which I had the honor to deliver during the opening session.
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house, royal tombs, and the first ziggurat – the most impressive monument in southern Iraq 
until today (Fig. 1). 

However, this prosperous period with Ur as the capital lasted for hundred years only 
before it was destroyed by the Elamites and Išbi-erra of Isin c. 2003 BC. This destruction at 
the end of the Ur III period was so tremendous that it remained in the collective memory for 
centuries, testified also by numerous copies of the great literary text, the “Lament over the 
destruction of Sumer and Ur”, which were found at several Near Eastern sites. 4 However, 
the archaeological record had given no hints so far about how radical the destruction of the 
living quarters had been, since only public buildings of Ur III date have been excavated so 
far, but not a single private dwelling. Ur III remains had been excavated or traced only on the 
North Mound, but not on the South Mound, except for the city wall (Woolley 1974: pl. 61). 5 

The next impression of Ur that everybody has in mind is the flourishing Old Babylonian city 
(Woolley and Mallowan 1976; Zettler and Hafford 2014-2016). Woolley investigated not only 
the cultic area, but also other features, especially important being areas AH and EM – extended 
surfaces of domestic quarters excavated at a time in the early 20th century when the excavation 
of living quarters was not very much in vogue. They became the model of Mesopotamian urban 
domestic quarters, also due to the fact that Woolley was “a most gifted writer.” 6

The published plans of the housing areas are mostly composite maps of numerous dwell-
ings which were inhabited at some point in the Old Babylonian period, but not necessarily at 
the same time. Woolley himself stressed that “the general plan is therefore, to some extent a 
compromise showing each building in what was in the course of the period its most charac-
teristic form” (Woolley and Mallowan 1976: 14). Many of the houses looked approximately 
like those published in the famous composite plans of AH and EM (Woolley and Mallowan 
1976: pls. 122, 124) in the middle of the 18th century, before the city came to a temporary halt 
during Samsu-iluna’s regency. But clearly many of the houses had been erected much earlier 
and were inhabited and altered in multiple ways over the centuries. Woolley dated the first 
phase of private houses to the earlier 2nd millennium and occasionally mentioned traces of 
earlier houses with a similar ground plan below, unfortunately without showing them. 

This raises fundamental questions: Had the domestic quarters lived on more or less con-
tinuously after the Ur III destruction, or had there been a hiatus in the settlement history 
before the houses were rebuilt in the Isin-Larsa period? And when transferred to the social 
sphere: were political, economic and social changes perceivable in the dwelling quarters due 
to Ur’s transformation from the capital city of the powerful Ur III state to one among many 
cities of the Isin and – a bit later – the Larsa kingdoms? These were some questions which 
led to the new Ur project of Elizabeth Stone from 2015-2019, and at which a team from LMU 
Munich was invited to participate in 2017 and 2019.

4 Michalowski 1989. A copy was also found in Room 5 of the Old Babylonian house in Area 5, see below.
5 The roughly oval main mound of Ur is divided into a North Mound with mainly official buildings and 

a South Mound. The latter was investigated by Woolley mainly in the Old Babylonian house quarters 
AH and the nearby Late Babylonian dwellings. This led to our geophysical prospection (see below) and 
to the new excavation Areas 1-4 (by Elizabeth Stone’s teams) and Area 5 (by the LMU Munich team); 
see Stone et al. 2021.

6 Mallowan (1960: 16) formulated this perfectly: “Lastly, he was a most gifted writer with a fluency of 
style which has entranced a multitude of readers the world over. His books may well serve as a model to 
all archaeologists, an immortal reminder that good writing, which can only be achieved through good 
reading, should be the crown for our endeavours.”
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The newly opened Areas 1-4, directed by Elizabeth Stone and William B. Hafford, were 
situated close to Woolley’s Area AH (Stone et al. 2021: fig. 1). Their teams encountered a 
continuous, several meters high sequence of houses below the uppermost Old Babylonian 
level, going back to the Isin–Larsa, Ur III, Akkadian and possibly even the Early Dynastic 
periods. If there has ever been a gap in occupation after the Ur III period, it cannot have last-
ed long in Area AH, which is still today the most elevated and central part of Ur’s dwelling 
areas and certainly has always been the ancient, crowded city center. However, since many 
material and textual sources underwent only slight changes from the Ur III to the early Old 
Babylonian period, it is challenging to date precisely the levels of the final 3rd and early 
2nd millennium on archaeological grounds only. 7

But how about the other parts of the city? Was the whole South Mound occupied in the 
Old Babylonian period? Very little was known about the South Mound, since only some 
Neo-Babylonian houses and a few features along the city-wall had been investigated earlier. 
To answer this question, a team of LMU Munich with Jörg Faßbinder, Marion Scheiblecker 
and Sandra Hahn conducted magnetometer prospections in 2017 and 2019 (Scheiblecker 
and Faßbinder 2022: 372-373, fig. 6). Many deep wadis and countless baked bricks on the 
surface made walking difficult; the results were nevertheless encouraging (see Fig. 7). It 
turned out that Old Babylonian buildings can be distinguished from Neo-Babylonian ones in 
magnetometry, since the anomalies caused by mudbrick walls from 1st millennium buildings 
differ from those caused by baked brick walls from 2nd millennium buildings. Additional 
electric resistivity profiles (by Mandana Parsi, LMU) produced further information about 
houses, the harbour with its quay wall and the fortifications. The overall result is that the 
area inside the city wall was densely settled in the Old Babylonian period, although a few 
areas show no remains, at least in magnetometry. A strong positive anomaly south of the 
city wall points to a massive construction which stood probably in connection with water 
management.

Excavations of an Old Babylonian house in Area 5 near the southern edge of the 
South Mound
Due to the results of the first geophysical prospection in 2017, our team chose Area 5 on 
the South Mound for excavations. It is located near the city wall in an area which has never 
been investigated before. Situated as far as possible distant from AH and close to the city 
wall, this offered the opportunity to investigate if structurally different buildings existed in 
the city center and in the periphery, and if social or economic differences could be noticed 
in domestic dwellings. Further questions concerned the stratigraphy in this peripheral area 
and – coming back to the core question of this paper – if Ur III buildings had existed here; 
and if so, how and when the area recovered in the second millennium.

The baked brick walls of an Isin-Larsa / early Old Babylonian house appeared imme-
diately below the surface. Later levels of the Kassite period and the first millennium were 
largely eroded in this heavily sloping area. The house turned out to be a spacious compound 
measuring 236 sqm and consisting of 16 rooms most of which were arranged around a 
courtyard (Fig. 2). The ground-plan of the house is regular and nearly rectangular. The 

7 Stone 2002. I thank Elizabeth Stone and Brad Hafford for many discussions on this difficult topic. A 
project (DFG) on the Ur III and Old Babylonian pottery from Ur is presently under way in Munich; see 
Dietz in press. 
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south-western and south-eastern outer walls form a perfect right angle and are each 16 m 
long, i.e. measured 32 Babylonian cubits. The other two sides are slightly more irregular 
because they had to respect the streets in the north-west and north-east which apparently 
were laid out first. Remains of neighboring houses are visible on the ground opposite the 
streets. A small lane separates the house from the neighbouring compound in the south-east. 
It seems that the well-planned house had not to respect other buildings, only the broad street 
in the north-west, from where the house was entered. 

The house was oriented in the south towards a large open yard, at least 14 m large and 
10 m wide, which was accessible via Room 5 and Room 6. It may have served as a large 
courtyard or garden. The area must have been sloping even then, because the walls of the 
neighbouring house to the south-west are about one meter lower than the walls of our house. 
A corbel-vaulted tomb was built in this yard outside the house – a rare habit in Ur where 
the tombs were usually placed below the floor of one of the rooms, but not totally unique. 8

If we compare the size and number of rooms with other houses at Ur, our house is among 
the largest with the highest number of rooms, with the exception of No. 11 Paternoster Row, 
which had more than 19 rooms. 9 If we additionally take into consideration that the house was 
built very regularly, nearly corresponding to the ideal type of a courtyard house defined by 
Woolley (Woolley and Mallowan 1976: 23-29), and that the house even disposed of a private 
open space or garden, one cannot help but getting the impression that spacious building plots 
must have been freely available here at the moment when the house was built.

The house was occupied during three main phases. Their date can be derived with the 
help of dated tablets and sealings. In Phase 1 the house was built, but after not too long 
a time the house was abandoned. When it was occupied again in Phase 2, it underwent 
massive change: it was divided into two parts, and the floor was risen with the help of an 
artificial fill which varied in height between 30 cm and 80 cm in the different rooms. In 
Phase 3 the house was altered again; parts of it were possibly – most of this phase has not 
been preserved due to erosion – transformed into a workshop area, before it was abandoned, 
probably together with the rest of the city during the regency of king Samsu-iluna. But for 
the main question addressed in this paper, how did Ur recover in the Isin–Larsa period, only 
Phase 1 is of interest here. 

Area 5, Phase 1: The regularly built house of Sîn-nādā and Nuṭṭuptum
The plan of the house was completely determined during the two campaigns in 2017 and 
2019. While it was not possible to reach the lowest floor in all rooms at the end of the 2019 
season, there were still enough remnants of the installations and former inventory that the 
functions of most rooms could be accessed. The entrance to the house was in the north-west 
corner, where steps led from the street into Entry Room 14b. Continuing on, Room 14a led 
into the large rectangular courtyard, which not only served as a source of light and air, but 

8 In Area EM, the open court called “Closed Lane” north of No. 3 Gay Street was used as a burial-place. 
Woolley and Mallowan 1976: 97 claim: “...it is quite possible that the old court became the domestic 
chapel of No. 3 in the secondary phase of the house’s occupation, perhaps replacing an older chapel in 
Room 6.”

9 This house was interpreted as “The Khan” (Woolley and Mallowan 1976: 150–153), but possibly it was 
a dwelling. Miglus 1999: 77, figs. 220, 221: The size clusters of the built surface in Old Babylonian 
houses at Ur are around 35 sqm, 76 sqm and 142 sqm, the number of rooms is between 1 and 15 with a 
peak between 3 and 12. Quite well comparable to our house in size and layout is No. 3 Straight Street.
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was also used for grilling fish, as evidenced by an installation near the NW wall. On either 
side of the grill, two doors led into Room 12 and Room 13, respectively, both of which 
served to prepare and store food. The trapezoidal Room 13 was equipped with two large 
domed ovens serving for food production, as well as an accurate drainage system consisting 
of a paved area with three sewage pipes (Fig. 3). 

On the other side of the courtyard, a particularly wide door led into the reception room, 
which was divided into a larger part with a hearth (Room 2) and a smaller one (Room 9) 
equipped with a rectangular box-like installation. In front of it was found lying on the 
ground a moulded table-like terracotta object, decorated with crawling snakes (Fig. 4). 10 
Reddish and blackish traces testify to its use as an incense burner. Although the house was 
not equipped with a neatly decorated house-altar like those found by Woolley, this corner in 
Room 9 might have been a place for cultic activities. 

From Room 9, a door led into the largest room (Room 6), which was obviously located in 
the least accessible part of the house. This room (Woolley would have called it the domestic 
chapel) had a small niche in the north-east wall, but there was no family tomb under the 
floor, as was often the case under comparable rooms dug by Woolley. Exceptionally, this 
tomb was located outside in the open yard, directly accessible from Room 6 via a door.

North-east of Room 6 were four other rooms, including a carefully paved bathroom 
(Room 18). An opening in the central terracotta floor slab led to a drainage shaft that was 
more than 8 m deep (Otto 2022: 354). Such installations contributed significantly to excel-
lent hygiene, which played a large part in the good physical condition of the inhabitants in 
the Isin-Larsa period. The anthropological remains revealed an exceptionally healthy popu-
lation with little diseases thanks to hygiene and good health care.

Two narrow rooms, Room 4 and 5, were situated in the southern wing. Room 4 was en-
tered from the courtyard. Several lentil-shaped and a few rectangular school tablets were 
lying on the floor along the walls. One large rectangular school tablet was found bent over 
an inverted bowl in such a way that it must have been still soft when it had been disposed of 
there. This is a strong argument that school education took place in this house. The neigh-
bouring Room 5 was used as a thrash area when the house was abandoned at the end of 
Phase 1. Sherds and the remains of meals had been thrown away here, mixed with sealed la-
bels, cuneiform documents, letters and sealed letter cases, school tablets and literary texts. 11 
The letters had been sent by a certain Sîn-nādā to his wife Nuṭṭuptum (Stone et al. 2021). 
Sîn-nādā used two different seals for sealing the letter cases (Otto 2019). His first seal shows 
the suppliant goddess standing opposite a standing male god. The inscription characterizes 
Sîn-nādā as the priest of the Ningal temple and as a servant of Sîn-eribam. This king of 
Larsa reigned from 1842-1840 only, which gives a fairly precise date. Even more precise is 
the date delivered by more letter cases which had been sealed with the second seal of Sîn-
nada. This seal, showing the standard Old Babylonian motif of the victorious king opposite 
the suppliant goddess, testifies that Sîn-nada had been promoted to the principal of the 
Ningal temple, but now he is called the servant of Ṣilli-Adad. This particularly unlucky king 
of Larsa reigned for only 9 months in 1835, before he was dismissed by Kudur-mabuk who 

10 Find no. Ur 2019: 3112; terracotta, 65x56x42 mm; Baghdad, Iraq Museum.
11 I thank Dominique Charpin, Walther Sallaberger and Anne Löhnert for reading the texts and seal in-

scriptions and for discussing them with me. The following information on the ancient inhabitants are 
results of their work.
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installed his son Warad-Sîn on the throne of Larsa (Charpin 2004: 107, 116-118). The seal 
can therefore be dated to 1835 precisely.

Nuṭṭuptum, Sîn-nādā‘s wife, is also quite well attested by labels which she had sealed 
with her own fine seal, by a letter from her father, and by four tablet-labels and 18 sealed la-
bels which had been sent to her. These dealt with the deliveries of wet draff, a by-product of 
the brewing process, which was used in Mesopotamia especially for the fattening of sheep. 
According to the texts, the draff was received by fNuṭṭuptum from fEburītum. This testifies 
to two economically active women, Eburītum probably brewing beer on a large scale and 
Nuṭṭuptum probably engaged in animal fattening.

There was even more evidence for Nuṭṭuptum in the house. The installations of the kitch-
en (Room 13) speak for a well organized food production exceeding the private needs of 
the household and point to Nuṭṭuptum’s active role in providing provisions for the Ningal 
temple. The alcove below the staircase at the southern end of the kitchen room served also 
as a private retreat for the house lady. Nuṭṭuptum would retain here a bull’s horn, a little 
bitumen-coated basket, two bowls and a letter from her husband, where Sîn-nada wrote to 
her: “I am well, do not worry at all”. She kept this rather laconic letter next to a terracotta 
plaque which depicted the seated king holding a large Babylonian bottle in his one hand 
(Otto 2022: 354, fig. 4). We get the overall impression of Nuṭṭuptum as a literate person, 
loyal to her husband and the king, and actively involved in the provisioning of the Ningal 
temple. This is corroborated by the fact that some tablets concerned the delivery of flour to 
Sîn-nādā, others the delivery of draff to Nuṭṭuptum, indicating that the couple was involved 
in the fattening of livestock and in the preparation of bread. Probably the owners of this 
house held important positions concerning the sacrificial offerings in the Ningal Temple, 
located in the Giparu at the north end of the city in the Sacred Precinct. 

Clues for dating the construction of Sîn-nādā’s and Nuṭṭuptum’s house
Taken all the evidence together, it seems that Sîn-nādā and his wife Nuṭṭuptum inhabited 
the house in Phase 1. When the house was abandoned and altered in Phase 2, a part of the 
written documents and letters was thrown away in the trash area of Room 5. Since the latest 
objects date to king Ṣilli-Adad, we suggest that Sîn-nādā‘s family had to leave the house, 
and possibly even the city, due to the political take-over by Warad-Sîn, who might have ex-
changed officials in high-ranking positions. This gives a perfect date of 1835 BC for the end 
of Phase 1. But when had the house been built?

There are three clues to date the construction of the house. The first is related to the level 
below the house. In the southern part of the house, it appeared clearly that the baked brick 
walls of the Isin-Larsa house had been set directly on top of the earlier mud-brick walls, 
which had obviously been cut and levelled in order to build the house on top of them (Fig. 5). 
These walls are part of an Ur III period building. This suggests that there were no buildings 
in this area after the end of the Ur III period until Sîn-nādā‘s house was built.

The second clue is the brick tomb in the open yard. It was about 4 m long and 2 m wide 
and consisted of two chambers. It must have been a corbel vaulted tomb similar to one exca-
vated by Woolley in EM (Woolley and Mallowan 1976: 35, fig. 2a). Its eastern wall leaned 
against the Ur III mud-brick wall, which must therefore still have been part of a visible ruin 
when the tomb was built. However, the burials in this tomb were very unusual. The remains 
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of 11 individuals were found in the larger southern chamber. 12 However, mainly large bones, 
long bones and skulls lay here, while most of the smaller bones were missing. Not a single 
skeleton was still intact. Even stranger were the skeletal remains in the smaller northern 
chamber, where the human remains of at least 13 individuals were even more carefully 
arranged, and again only the long bones and skulls were piled up like in a bone house (Fig. 
6). Remarkably, some bones derived from children and even babies. Woolley claimed that 
children were usually not buried in the brick-built burial-vaults, but in clay coffins or bowls 
(Woolley and Mallowan 1976: 33–34). These are all indications that the bones were brought 
from elsewhere. If we take into account that Sîn-nādā and Nuṭṭuptum had only lived in the 
house for a couple of years, it is highly unlikely that 24 family members had died within 
this short time. So if we add up all the arguments, the most likely explanation is that the 
long bones and skulls came from long deceased family members which had been buried 
elsewhere and were brought and reburied here when Sîn-nādā rebuilt his house and the 
family tomb. 

The third clue is the size of the house, its regular layout and the location of the family 
tomb in an open area outside the house rather than under one of the rooms. What could 
the open space around the tomb have been? Dominique Charpin pointed out to me a text 
recently published by M. Molina (2019: 694-695). This court record concerning tomb rob-
bers mentions a tomb situated in the garden of the deceased, who was the chief lamentation 
singer of Lagaš in the Ur III period. Apparently it occasionally happened that tombs were 
erected in a garden or yard outside the house. The existence of a garden or yard within the 
city is in stark contrast to the crowded dwelling areas elsewhere in Ur.

To sum up: there are clear indications that there was enough free space here on the pe-
riphery of the city so that spacious, regularly designed houses could be built, which even had 
a large outdoor area – courtyard or garden. All this is in striking contrast to the conditions 
in the city center, where in area AH, for example, the houses were crowded together, often 
not very large and mostly irregular in layout. It seems that our family had moved here from 
elsewhere, possibly from the crowded city center. This seems to be in line with Woolley’s 
observations that the AH quarter was in social decline during Rim-Sîn’s reign (Woolley and 
Mallowan 1976: 12).

Since Sîn-nādā’s house was erected directly on leveled Ur III walls, it is clear that there 
existed no earlier occupation. This fits perfectly with a new historical information published 
a few years ago (Volk 2011). The clay barrel mentions Sîn-iddinam of Larsa rebuilding 
the city wall of Ur, expanding the living quarters of Ur, and settling the ‘Children of Ur’ 
in the more peaceful new living quarters where they could sleep well, probably because it 
was less noisy than in the center. The text seems to give a clear date for Ur’s new building 
program, since Sîn-iddinam reigned in Larsa from 1849-1843. However, it is more probable 
that this building program took place already during the regency of Sîn-iddinam’s father 
Nûr-Adad, that is between 1865 and 1850, when crown-prince Sîn-iddinam was in charge of 
Ur (Charpin 2004: 101-108). 13 

12 I thank Andrea Goehring for the anthropological analyses.
13 The clay barrel inscription mentions that king Nûr-Adad was still alive when his son Sîn-iddinam initi-

ated the building program at Ur. The most likely interpretation of this strange fact is that Sîn-iddinam 
as the crown-prince held important functions in Ur before he ascended the throne. This would fit 
perfectly with the most recent excavation results in Sîn-nādā’s house which could be taken into consid-
eration because the editorial team of the 12th ICAANE proceedings allowed me to integrate results of 
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Sîn-nādā and Nuṭṭuptum apparently profited from Sîn-iddinam’s building program and 
moved here into the lavish area of new development, where they had lots of space to build 
the second-largest house so far known at Ur. Presumably they had lived before in the crowd-
ed city center. Anyway, they brought the bones of the deceased family members with them, 
long bones and skulls neatly packed together, and buried the old bones in the brand-new 
family tomb. But before a member of Sîn-nādā’s family could die and was to be buried in 
the tomb, Sîn-nādā’s fate turned down and he and his family had to leave the city or at least 
their house on the South Mound.

Conclusions
Area 5 on the periphery of the southern hill of Ur shows no traces of settlement between the 
Ur III period and the mid-19th century. Sîn-nādā was able to lay out his spacious house in a 
planned manner, placing the walls directly on top of the shaved walls of the Ur III period 
buildings. There was even room for a courtyard or garden outside the house where the fami-
ly tomb was erected for the secondary burial of the remains of 24 family members. We con-
clude from these results that the settled area of Ur shrank considerably after the destruction 
of the Ur III period city and was essentially confined to the center. Not only are the houses 
in AH lying several meters higher than those in Area 5, but their ground-plans were often 
irregular, they were closely attached to each other and arranged along winding streets with 
dead ends. This indicates that here was the continuously grown heart of the domestic areas 
where the available space was rare and had to be respected by the houses. 

This is different in Area 5, where magnetometry shows a fairly rectangular layout of 
living quarters with large compounds. Probably these can be related to Sîn-iddinam’s resto-
ration program which is said to have created new living areas at the periphery. New evidence 
from the House of Sîn-nādā and Nuṭṭuptum now suggests that the rebuilding program was 
already taking place in the reign of Nûr-Adad, when Sîn-iddinam was in charge of Ur but 
had not yet ascended his father’s throne in Larsa. It seems, then, that Ur fully recovered 
from the devastating destruction in the middle of the 19th century only. We suggest that the 
domestic areas spread from the crowded old city center further to the periphery into hitherto 
deserted areas (Fig. 7). This may have been a further reason for a new flourishing of the city 
evident also on the social and cultural level. But in case that many wealthy families moved 
further to the periphery into the new building areas, this may have caused a demographic 
change of Ur’s city quarters.
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Fig. 1: Ur seen from the south. In the background the North Mound with the public buildings, in the 
foreground the South Mound with Area 5 (drone photo by Berthold Einwag)
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Fig. 2: Area 5, ground plan of the Isin-Larsa house
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Fig. 4: Terracotta table-like incense burner with crawling snakes

Fig. 3: The kitchen Room 13 with drainage installations and domed ovens
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Fig. 5: The Isin-Larsa baked brick wall on top of the Ur III mudbrick wall

Fig. 6: Longbones and skulls heaped up in the vaulted chamber tomb
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Fig. 7: Proposed settlement development in the mid 19th century. Aerial photo combined with a mag-
netogram by J. Fassbinder and M. Scheiblecker (map by B. Einwag)




