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WALADU: Development and structuring of 

BA courses in archaeology in Iraq

During the last years the Iraqi Higher Education System 
has suff ered from the consequences of year-long mili-
tary confl icts, especially since the s. Before the Gulf 
War, intensive exchange between Iraqi universities, the 
Antiquities service and other institutions and interna-
tional universities and research centers had existed for 
many decades, which resulted in a leading position of 
the Iraqi Higher Education within the Arabic countries. 
Since the Gulf War, education and cultural heritage have 
been seriously threatened. Access to up-to-date educati-
on, well-equipped libraries and modern laboratories was 
diffi  cult due to the deteriorating infrastructure, the lack 
of educational material, outdated curricula and methods, 
and a lack of equipment.

 erefore the strong need was felt to raise WALADU 
(Akkadian for “to generate, give birth”), an international 
project funded by the European Union within the fra-
mework of the Erasmus+ Capacity Building Key Action 
 in the fi eld of higher education.  e main objective of 

the WALADU project was to support Iraqi universities 
in modernising and restructuring their BA courses in 
archaeological and historical subjects and in aligning 
them with EU standards to achieve interoperability of 
degree schemes and to faciliate exchange. Further on, 
the project aimed at fostering the international colla-
boration between the EU and the Iraqi higher education 
institutions for the exchange of academic knowledge at 
any level.

 e project ran for three years, from – .  e 
participating universities in Iraq were the University 
of Baghdad (team headed by Nawala Ahmed Mahmoud 
al-Mutawalli, Laith Shakir Mahmoud Rashid and Laith 
Majeed Hussein), the University of Al-Qadissiyah (team 
headed by Ferdous Abbas Jabir and Abbas al-Hussainy) 
and the University of Kufa (team headed by Abd al-Satar 
Shnin al-Ganaby and Hayder Kerem al-Hamdany).  e 
three European partners were the Università di Bologna 
(Italy) with Nicolò Marche  i as chair person, Koç Uni-
versity Istanbul (Turkey) with Çiğdem Maner as key per-
son, and LMU Munich. 

 e WALADU consortium was composed of sever-
al staff  members of the Institutes and Departments of 
(Near Eastern) Archaeology from the mentioned univer-

sities.  e Munich project team included members from 
the academic and administrative staff  of the Institute for 
Near Eastern Archaeology: Adelheid O  o (chair), Simo-
ne Mühl (research associate and lecturer), Kai Kaniuth 
(departmental coordinator for Cultural Studies and lec-
turer), Anna Kurmangaliev (coordinator of the WP  at 
Munich and lecturer), Ilona Spalinger (chair secretary), 
and Walther Sallaberger and Paola Paole  i from the Ins-
titute of Assyriology. 

 e six participating universities joined forces in 
this project in order to contribute to the improvement 
of education in archaeological and historical subjects in 
Iraqi universities and to increase the opportunities for 
students in the labour market in Iraq. In order to achieve 
these general aims the workload had been split up into  
work packages (WP) (Fig. ).

Adelheid O  o & Anna Kurmangaliev III.

Fig. .   e Partner universities of the WALADU project



All participants in turn were in charge of diff erent 
work packages (WPs).  e fi rst four WPs represent the 
key actions that were carried out during the project’s li-
fetime. WPs -  were defi ned to assure and control the 
quality of the workfl ow and to promote the project.  e 
aim of WP  was to understand the academic issues and 
needs of Iraqi Universities and to defi ne an effi  cient trai-
ning system methodology for the Iraqi staff .  e training 
was carried out during WP . WP  dealt with the de-
velopment of new bilingual teaching units and learning 
materials, the set-up of libraries and laboratories and the 
acquisition of the most important international hand-
books and archaeological tools as well as the launch of 
a pilot summer school for students of the participating 
universities.  e implementation of the new BA teaching 
units was the subject of the WP .

 e Institute for Near Eastern Archaeology of LMU 
Munich was the leader of WP  and coordinated the 
transfer of know-how to the Iraqi academic staff .  e 

task comprised the planning, organisation, implementa-
tion, monitoring and evaluation of a training program for 
Iraqi academic staff  performed at LMU, at Koç University 
and in Bologna.  doctoral students (=Junior Sta  ) were 
evenly divided between the three universities, thus two 
female and two male Junior staff  members joined LMU. 
Additionally,  scholars from the academic senior staff  
participated in training exclusively at LMU. 

 e Senior Staff  Training lasted for two weeks (from 
 November–  December ) and was mostly based 

on the main topics of interest of the participants cho-
sen from a list formulated according to the needs of Iraqi 
universities discussed in WP .  e training combined 
intensive workshops and courses from the current de-
gree programs at the Institute of Ancient Near Eastern 
Archaeology and at the Institute for Assyriology. Addi-
tionally the candidates enjoyed guided tours through 
the university, its institutes and the libraries. Most of 
the participants used the breaks from the rigid sched-

Fig. .   e structure of the project workfl ow (Chart: Anna Kurmangaliev).
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ule for research in the libraries or for si  ing on courses 
from the current course list.  e discussion rounds were 
particularly productive, as we were able to talk about 
the advantages and disadvantages, about the similarities 
and diff erences of the BA programs at the LMU and at 
the Iraqi Universities.

 e Junior Staff  Training was carried out for  months 
(  October –  December ).  e training program 
was developed with a focus on the candidates’ indivi-
dual research interests.  e selected applicants had to 

choose in advance a topic they wanted to pursue during 
their stay at the participating European Universities. 
 e candidates together with their assigned supervisors 

worked on defi ning the research topic, formulating the 
key issues and the approach.  e mentors also suppor-
ted the candidates in the dra  ing of the syllabus of a 
course they would like to teach at their home universi-
ties. Based on that, the additional training consisted of 
seminars, specially designed for the Junior Staff , and va-
rious courses, which the participants a  ended together 

Fig. . Impressions from junior staff  training at LMU Munich in a graduate seminar focusing on po  ery analysis.

Fig. .  WALADU Summer School at Koç University.
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with other students.  e courses from the current degree 
program were selected according to the staff ś teaching 
loads at their home universities, so the candidates were 
able to try out various lectures, seminars and exercises 
and pick the ones they wanted to a  end.  is allowed 
them to interact not only with the local academic and 
administrative staff  but also with local students – a mo-
dule which was of mutual benefi t.

A major aim of the project was to foster partnership 
and cooperation on all levels, also on the level of students. 
During WP  students from the three Iraqi and three Eu-
ropean universities came together for a Summer School 
Program at Koç University in Istanbul (Fig. ).  e speci-
ally designed program aimed at jointly training students 
and junior scholars from the  universities in the most 
up-to-date archaeological research methodologies. Four 
students of the institutes of Near Eastern Archaeology 
and Assyriology were also selected. Apart from learning 
new skills, working at the University’s laboratories and 
visiting the Near Eastern collections at the Istanbul mu-

seums provided a rare opportunity for the LMU students 
to collaborate and interact with peers from Iraq, Turkey, 
and Italy. 

To sum up:  e name of the project WALADU met 
perfectly with its goals and results. It gave rise to new 
ideas that emerged from the coming together and active 
interaction and discussion of various scholars which all 
shared one common goal: to assist in the development 
of the study of archaeology at the Iraqi universities, in 
order to assure the sustainable investigation and pro-
tection of the invaluable cultural heritage of Iraq. In or-
der to guarantee the exploitation and sustainability of 
the project, the close cooperation with the responsible 
people on all levels of the universities was essential. In 
this way, not only a handful of scholars or students can 
profi t from new teaching and research methods, but the 
cascade training and the implementation of new labs 
and libraries (WALab and WALib) at each of the Iraqi 
universities will give continuous support on the way to 
the improved teaching of archaeological courses.

Sources

h  ps://www.vorderas-archaeologie.uni-muenchen.de/aktuelles/waladu/index.html

h  ps://site.unibo.it/waladu/en

N. Marche  i / Ç. Maner / F. Zaina / L. Proserpio / B. S. Coşan / H. K. Al-Hamdani / M. A. Al-Hashimi / L. M. Hussein 
/ A. O  o: How Can International Partnerships Support the Study of Archaeology in Iraq?  e Case Study of the 
Erasmus+ Capacity Building KA  Project “WALADU”, in: N. Marche  i (ed.), Acts of the th ICAANE Bologna. Bologna 

 (in press).
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