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Preface

Volume 3 of the series Cuneiform Texts from the Iraqi Excavations at Umma (Jokha) (abbrevi-
ation: UmCT 3) presents the publication of 278 bullae found at the Main Tell of Umma during 
the excavations that were conducted by the Iraqi State Board of Antiquities and Heritage in the 
years 1999–2002. The excavations were directed by Dr. Nawala Al-Mutawalli during the first two 
seasons (1999–2000), and by her together with Hamza Shahad Al-Harbi in the third and fourth 
seasons (2001–2002), during which the bullae were found in the buildings of the Main Tell. 

Most of the Early Old Babylonian bullae stem from a coherent archive of the city adminis-
tration from a period of little more than 15 years under Sumuel of Larsa and the local rulers of 
Umma. From an institutional perspective, the bullae edited here thus provide a most welcome 
complement to the partly contemporaneous archive from Room 21 of the Shara Temple pub-
lished in UmCT 2 (2019). 

The State Board of Antiquities and Heritage in Iraq (SBAH) and the directorate of the Iraq Mu-
seum in Baghdad granted permission to publish all cuneiform texts from the Umma excavations 
to Nawala Al-Mutawalli. Therefore, the authors are most grateful to Dr. Abdulamir Al-Hamdani, 
Minister of Culture, Tourism, and Archaeology, Dr. Qais Hussein Rashid and Dr. Laith Majeed 
Hussein, Deputy Ministers of Culture, the presidents of SBAH and of the Iraqi Museums, and to 
the directors of the Iraq Museum Dr. Amira Edan Al-Dhahab, Luma Yass, and Dr. Ahmed Kamil 
Mohammed, for their constant support of this project. 

With regard to the Umma excavations of 1999–2002, we thank our colleague Hamza Shahad 
Al-Harbi for his cooperation in directing the expedition in 2001–2002 and for granting permis-
sion to publish the cuneiform texts from the third and fourth excavation sessions to Nawala 
Al-Mutawalli. To Khawla Maarij and Hayat Kadhim, we owe supplementary information about 
the site. 

Nawala Al-Mutawalli invited Khalid Salim Ismael and Walther Sallaberger to cooperate with 
her in this fascinating publication project. We would like to thank Dr. Margarete van Ess who 
arranged our first meeting in 2013 at the German Archaeological Institute (DAI) in Berlin.

In the Iraq Museum, we acknowledge the support we received from the members of the Cu-
neiform Department, Elham Shakir, Dr. Hind Shihab, Dr. Hanan Hamza, Nura Qusay, Shaimaa 
Abdulzahra, Riem Musa, and others. For supplementary photos, we express our gratitude to 
Faiza Jumaa, Nawfel Hamood, Safa Abbas, and Rusul Abbas and we are grateful to the members 
of the Registration Department of the Iraq Museum for their help. Nawala also thanks heartfully 
her dearest friends Shukran Mahdi Salih and Wafa Hadi, as well as Dr. Ahmed Kadhim and Mo-
hammed Isa for all their help and support.

Our work was made possible by the generous support of the Gerda Henkel Foundation for 
funding our research. Work on the bullae from the Main Tell occupied us during working sessions 
in the summers of 2017, 2019, and 2021 at Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität (LMU) München, 
with an interruption in 2020 because of the Covid-19 pandemic. Walther Sallaberger was able to 
collate the bullae in the Iraq Museum Baghdad in September 2019, March 2021 and March 2023, 
when some bullae could be added.

Much diligence was put into deciphering the cuneiform texts and reading and identifying the 
seal inscriptions. The cuneiform signs were often carelessly written and poorly preserved; heavy 
sealing compounds the challenges of decipherment. One tiny bulla could bear up to five differ-
ent seal inscriptions, of which no more than traces might be visible. In the process of decipher-
ment, therefore, close cooperation between the three authors proved to be the most efficient way 
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to identify signs, discuss critically the proposals for readings and identifications, and ensure a 
consistent edition. Without our mutual criticism and constant re-checking, the final publication 
would have contained many more mistakes and over-optimistic readings and interpretations.

The three authors, Nawala Al-Mutawalli, Khalid Ismael, and Walther Sallaberger express 
their gratitude for the support of this project to the College of Arts at Baghdad University, to the 
College of Archaeology at Mosul University and to Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität München, 
respectively. 

We are grateful that Adelheid Otto, professor of Ancient Near Eastern Archaeology at LMU 
München, was able to analyse the images of the seal impressions also for this volume.

To Dr. Dailam Kahalim Sahal, we are grateful for checking the Arabic texts of this book.
Anne Goddeeris kindly informed us about her work on Umma bullae in the British Museum. 

More observations on texts from Umma, other bullae and studies were offered by Laurent Co
lonna d’Istria, Zsómbor Földi, and Frans van Koppen. Anne Löhnert compiled the references for 
the indexes with great care. To Manfred Lerchl from the Institute of Ancient Near Eastern Ar-
chaeology at LMU, we owe the formatting of the plans and the seal drawings. Tatiana Frühwirt, 
Daniel López Kuczmik, and with admirable commitment, Frans van Koppen helped in preparing 
the book for publication. To all of them, we are most grateful for their competent support.

At the Institut für Assyriologie und Hethitologie, LMU München, we are obliged to Susan 
Radwan for organizing the research visits of the Iraqi colleagues to Munich. 

Again, we thank Dr. Barbara Krauß and Stephan Specht, and now especially Jens Fetkenheuer 
from Harrassowitz Verlag for their support of the project.

Baghdad, Mosul, Munich 	
2023
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